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The power to create…the power to innovate…the power to generate successful solutions to a 
variety of problems. This is the power of Design Thinking.  The MFA in Design Thinking is a 
completely online, terminal degree that provides students with in-depth experiences in using the design 
process to solve complex problems. While enrolled in this graduate program, you will participate in 
interdisciplinary teams using creative and multifaceted design methodologies that address international 
issues.  
 
Radford University’s MFA in Design Thinking provides an approach that focuses on a number of core 
competencies including:  

 The theories and methods relative to creative cognition - design thinking; 
 The historical and political context of design - design history; 
 The science of design grounded in research and scholarship - design research; 
 The dynamics of team work and management - design management; and 
 The experimental opportunities in virtual studios with team-based solutions - design doing.  

 
The MFA in Design Thinking will augment any bachelor’s or master’s degree and prepare students to 
enter as leaders in industry or academia.  
 
 

WHY SHOULD I GET THIS DEGREE?  
 The degree is completely online, including 4 studios. 
 No design degree is required. The leadership degree path of the MFA in Design Thinking is 

meant to augment any bachelor’s or master’s degree. 
 Design Thinking is a process highly valued in the business community, and many business 

schools are connecting with design schools to generate hybrid programs. At Radford, the MFA in 
Design Thinking is taught by designers who are experts in problem-solving strategies.  

 The degree can be completed in 2 years as a full-time student or in 4 years as a part-time 
student.  

 The MFA is considered a terminal degree. 
 The MFA in Design Thinking will prepare you to teach in higher education. 
 The degree will emphasize interdisciplinary team work.  

 
 

ADMISSIONS 
The deadline for submitting applications is March 1. 
 
We encourage you to submit your materials as early as possible to ensure all of your materials have been 
processed by the graduate school. Applicants must submit the following directly to the graduate college: 

 A completed application form 
 Minimum grade-point average of 3.00 overall and in the major is preferred 
 Three letters of reference 
 Undergraduate degree and grade point averages as evidenced through  

transcripts 
 Prior work experience/work history  (resume or vita) 
 Evidence of creativity and leadership 
 Statement of philosophy, overall goals, and why obtaining this degree is  

important for your future 

For more information contact designthinkingmfa@radford.edu or 540-831-6164 
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