
 
 

 
 

Mithila Exhibitions and Events  
 
 
The RU Art Museum (RUAM) is hosting an international symposium on Mithila art from 
northern India on Thursday, October 13. The morning session will be at the Floyd Center for the 
Arts and the afternoon session will be in the Davis Performance Hall in Covington. It will feature 
presentations by scholars from various countries. The symposium is part of an ambitious all-
semester series of exhibitions and events. The joint exhibitions will be the world’s first to focus 
on the Dalit myths and artistry of Mithila, a region in northeast India and southeast Nepal 
famous for its ancient and contemporary traditional arts and culture. The exhibitions/events 
are listed below in chronological order. All events are free and open to the general public. 
 
Mithila Medley: Contemporary Arts from an Ancient Culture in North India—an exhibition of 
paintings by artists belonging to Mithila’s various castes and communities—on display at the 
Floyd Center for the Arts, August 13 - December 1. 
 
Inspired by Mithila: Shadowboxes by RU Design Students—an exhibition of Mithila-inspired 
works by first-year students in the Design Department—on display in McConnell Library’s 
Andrew W. Ross Student Gallery, August 22 - November 18. 
 
Naresh Paswan—the first solo exhibition celebrating one of Mithila’s leading emerging young 
artists—on display at Blacksburg’s Miller-Off-Main Street Gallery, September 6 - October 29. 
 
Martine Le Coz: A French Homage to the Ancient Myths & Contemporary Artists of Mithila, 
India—the first public exhibition of illustrations by a leading contemporary French author and 
Legion of Honor inductee—on display in Radford University Art Museum’s Tyler Gallery, 
September 14 - November 18. 
 
Raja Salhesh’s Garden: Contemporary Dalit Art & Ancient Myths of Mithila, India—will be on 
display at the Radford University Art Museum’s Covington Gallery, October 13 - December 3. 
 
Mithila Musings—an international symposium on Mithila’s contemporary arts, presented in two 
panels on Thursday, October 13 (9:30-11:30am at the Floyd Center for the Arts; & 2:30-4:30pm 
at Radford University’s Davis Auditorium in the Covington Center). 
 
Sama in the Forest—a short documentary film, featuring some of the exhibited artists—directed 
by Carlos Gomez, produced by Prof. Coralynn Davis of Bucknell University—to be premiered at 
Radford University’s Davis Performance Hall in the Covington Center on Saturday, October 15, 
2:00-3:15pm. 
 
The Girl Who Touched the Stars and The Priest and the Prostitute—Two 45-minute plays, the 
1st is a contemporary drama, and the 2nd is  a comedy based on a centuries old folktale with 
traditional Indian music and dance elements. Presented by The Indian Cultural Society Theatre 
of East Brunswick, NJ. Saturday, October 29 at 7:30 pm in RU’s Davis Performance Hall. 
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